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CAPTAIN’S CORNER! 

 
Dear Navigator Families: 
      Can you believe the year is half over? Your 
little one will be in the next grade before you know 
it!  This next semester is packed with learning 
opportunities for our Navigators.  The teachers have 
prepared many exciting and engaging activities for 
the next four months. In addition, students are 
working diligently to prepare for the STAAR test 
and for the upcoming district assessments.  
     After school tutoring for grades 3-5 will begin 
on January 27th. Students attending after school 
tutorials must attend each session in order to 
benefit.  Attendance and good behavior are 
required. Each session is prepared to specifically 
target your child’s area of need. It is our goal that 
all students will be successful. 
We look forward to a productive and successful 
remainder of the year. Your dedication and support 
of Northgate is appreciated.  
Ms. Brown        Ms. Berlitz 
Principal            Assistant Principal 
 
 

 
 

Happy Chinese New Year! It’s the year of the Goat 
and Pre-K is poised and ready for new learning 
adventures! Pre-K teachers are in the process of 
completing middle of the year testing. Do you know 
if your child is on the right path for Kinder-
readiness? In the next month, Science dominates 
every aspect of our curriculum. Your child will 
learn to describe, relate, compare and contrast 
through hands-on experiments and real world 
investigations. Math brings a conclusion to numbers 
and operations 0, 6-10 and two-dimensional shapes 
will be explored. In English Phonological, students 
will complete onset-rime and begin to distinguish 
and produce rhyming words. In Bilingual 
Phonological, students will study syllables. Please 
make sure you are checking your child’s conduct 
calendar and folder daily to keep informed of class 
and school events. Your child has begun writing 
their last name along with their first name on all of 
their class work. Remember to read daily to them 
for at least 15 minutes. Half of the school year has 
passed. Take time to appreciate how much your 
child has grown academically, emotionally, 
physically and socially since school began! 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

It’s hard to believe that we have made it through 
half a school year.  Your child continues to grow 
and learn so much.  Remember to have your child 
show you their daily folder every evening.  Please 
go over the papers in the folder and read with your 
child daily.  In Language Arts, we are working on 
blending sounds to write and read words. We are 
very excited to be reading basic A/B leveled books.  
Please make sure to practice sight words daily and 
continue to have your child read their take-home 
readers.  In Math, we have learned all the numbers 
up to 20 and are now practicing on simple addition 
and subtraction problems to 10.  During Science, we 
will be learning about weather and seasons and then 
starting our unit on objects in the sky.  In Social 
Studies, we are learning about Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and starting our unit on the difference 
between things we want and thing we need.  Thank 
you again for all your continued support.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Greetings from First Grade!  The first semester has 
flown by!  We have been learning many different 
strategies for solving addition and subtraction  word 
problems in Math.  Next, we will we learn about 
two and three-dimensional shapes.   We are 
currently learning about Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
his contributions to our world in Social Studies.  We 
will then move on to other famous African 
Americans.  In Science, we have been studying 
weather.  Our seasons and natural resources units 
will follow.   We will add sentence dictation to our 
weekly spelling test this semester.  At the end of 
this 9 weeks, your child should be reading and 
comprehending  level G books independently.  
Please remember to have your child read to you  
daily.  Don't forget to ask them questions while 
reading.  iStation is available for all students to 
practice at home.  Please contact your teacher if you 
need instructions.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Happy New Year, 2nd Grade Families, 
Your children have started the new year with 
resolutions to read more, follow expectations, and 
help out more at home.  These are appropriate 
resolutions for this age group, and we hope that they 
last throughout the year.   
In the coming months, your child needs to increase 
their nightly reading.  Sit and listen to them read, 
make it a daily routine.  Studies show that the more 
a child reads, the more likely he’ll be successful 
when he grows up.  In addition to reading more, 
students need to focus on math sense.  By now they 
should have mastered their basic 
addition/subtraction facts.  This knowledge is 
crucial as we head into multiplication, fractions, and 
geometry.  Weekly timed math tests will be given 
every Friday. 
Some additional areas of study in the new year are:  
presidents, black history, weather, and the water 
cycle. 

 
 

 
 

Third grade is taking 2015 on at full-speed! Our 
students are hard at work, and learning new things 
every day.  In reading, we will soon be studying the 
different genres, and continue to support our 
comprehension of what we’re reading using text 
evidence. In math, we will soon be delving into the 
world of geometry and measurement.  In writing, 
we will be learning to write well-organized 
expository essays. 
Our third graders continue to have math homework 
each night, and they now have a reading passage to 
complete each week. Our expectation is that the 
students show their “brain work” on all of their 
math problems, and prove each of their answers in 
reading using evidence from the text. We do these 
things in class every day, but your child’s teacher 
has also been sending home good examples of this 
kind of work in their weekly folder. 
Thank you for everything you do to support us here 
at school. By working together, we will ensure 
success for our children. 

 

 
Greetings fourth grade parents & guardians! 

We are quickly approaching the end of the second 
nine weeks. It’s astounding how time is flying by! 
A glance inside the fourth grade classroom will 
show a vast variety of lessons taking place.  

In writing we are focusing on personal 
narratives and expository writing. Students are 
working on developing good paragraphs and 
describing skills, and using details to paint a picture.  

In Reading we are focusing on poetry and 
drama. Ask your students about poetry or drama 
vocabulary. Also, please continue to encourage 
your child's daily silent reading of a chapter book. 
Discuss the plot of the story, how characters in this 
book are similar and different from other characters 
they have read about, as well as how the author 
organizes the story. Discussions of your child's 
reading should be moving away from who and what 
the story was about and towards the skills 
mentioned earlier.  

In Social Studies, we are getting into the 
Texas Revolution as we continue to explore the 
greatest state to join the union!  

In Math the students have been working 
very hard on fractions. They are learning how to 
recognize if fractions are equivalent to one another, 
and if they greater than or less than one another. We 
are also focusing on changing improper fractions to 
mixed numbers and mixed numbers into improper 
fractions. We will soon be moving into probability.  

In Science we have been discussing the 
properties of soil and the changes that happen on 
the surface of the Earth. The fourth grade level team 
has really put together some creative and engaging 
lessons for our fourth grade students.  

We ask for your continued support in your 
child’s education as we approach these most critical 
months in education. 

 

 
 
Time is flying by!  It is now the 3rd nine weeks of 
school and we have a lot going on.  You have 
probably noticed an increase in homework.  Math 
homework is given Monday through Thursday and 
should be turned in each day Tuesday through 
Friday.  Reading passages are also being sent home 
for homework and are due each Thursday.  Please 
be sure that students are showing all work and using 
all strategies on homework.   
In Math, we have been working on algebraic 
reasoning.  We began with order of operations and 
will be moving through solving multi-step equations 
using all operations.  We are finishing up Earth 
Science and we will begin our Life Science unit 
soon.  In Reading, we have been working on poetry. 
We started the nine weeks off with Informational 
texts, and will begin our Drama unit soon.  In Social 
Studies, we have been  
learning about the American Revolution and the 
Constitution. We are beginning a unit on the United 
States’ Westward Expansion including the 
Louisiana Purchase and the Annexation of Texas. 
Next, we will learn about the War of 1812.  
The 5th grade T-shirt contest is underway and the 
winning design will be chosen by the fifth graders.  
Shirts will be ordered shortly and we will send a 
note home about how much they cost.  The t-shirts 
can be worn anytime, especially on Fridays as a 
spirit shirt.  Valentine’s Day parties will be in a few 
weeks, so be on the lookout for the paper telling 
what your student needs to bring. 
 



 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
 

*Northgate Spring Choir will begin  
Thursday, January 29th!!! 
 
 *3rd gr. “Go Texan Hoe Down”: 
Friday, February 27th @ 9:30 A.M. 
 
*2nd gr. Spring program Thursday, March 12th  
@ 9:30 A.M. AND 6:30 P.M. 
 
*Spring Choir/5th gr. Recorder Program: 
Thursday, May 14th @ 9:30 A.M. AND 6:00 P.M 

 
 

                                  
 

PE Notes  
 

Navigators have been participating in the First Tee 
Golf program this month in PE.  Students are 
learning the basic skills of the game of golf.  Choice 
Tee Golf course located on Cypresswood Dr is 
generously going to be giving each child a free 
round of mini-putt putt and free round of range balls 
to practice their skills.  Students will be receiving 
these within the next 2 weeks. 
 
Save the Date 
 
Jump Rope for Heart event will be on February 11 
and 12, 2015.  Donation envelopes will be coming 
home with your child the week of January 20, 2015. 
 
Jump Rope for Heart is a national educational fund-
raising program that is sponsored by the American 
Heart Association.  JRFH engages elementary 
students in jumping rope while raising funds to 
support 
lifesaving heart and stroke research. 
 
Ms. Estes 

               
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
Notes from the Northgate Crossing Library 

 
Kindergarten and First Grade are exploring the 
differences between fiction and nonfiction text.  
Second Grade is exploring how to find library titles 
with the Online Catalog. 
Third, Fourth and Fifth Graders are reading and 
voting for their favorite 2014-15 Texas Bluebonnet 
List titles.  
Happy Reading! 
 

 
 
 
 
              

 
 

 
 
 
 
Parents: 
Attendance counts for every student, every day.  
Texas Compulsory Attendance Law states, "A 
student may not be given credit for a class unless 
the student is in attendance for at least 90% of the 
days the class is offered.”  Our district and campus 
attendance goal is 98% for the year. Please make 
every effort to have your child/children here, on 
time, every day.   
 
School starts at 8:00 a.m. It is vital your children 
come to school on time and stay until dismissal, so 
that they are receiving all of their instruction.  After 
three tardies a nine weeks, your child will receive a 
warning letter. On the fifth tardy, he or she will be 
assigned after school detention to be held on 
Thursday from 3:45 – 4:45.  With each additional 
tardy after the fifth, he or she will be assigned 
another day of detention.  Remember, learning 
starts with the morning bell and ends with 
dismissal.  We appreciate your help with tardies and 
absences.   
 
Sincerely, 
Shanna Berlitz 
Assistant Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

School will be closed for the 
Spring Break Holiday  

March 16-20. 
 



 
 
Jan. 29  Science Club Meeting – 7-8 AM 
Jan. 29  Bullritos Dinner Night – All day event – 
Flyer needed 
Feb. 4 Student Council Meeting 3:15-4:15 
Feb. 4 Science Club Meeting – 3:45-4:45 PM 
Feb. 4 PTO Board Meeting 7-8 PM 
Feb. 5 Chess Club 3:15-4:00 
Feb. 5 Science Club Meeting – 7-8 AM 
Feb. 10 SISD board Meeting SISD Board Room 

7 PM 
Feb. 11-12 Jump Rope for Heart Fundraiser 
Feb. 12 Science Club Meeting – 7-8 AM 
Feb. 12 PTO Skate8 Night 6 PM  
Feb. 13 Spring Box Top contest ends at 3 PM 
Feb. 13 Valentine’s Day Parties 
Feb. 16 Presidents’ Day Holiday – No School 
Feb. 18 Science Club – 3:45-4:45 PM 
Feb. 19 Science Night 6-8 PM 
Feb. 27 Go Texan Day 
 3rd Grade Hoedown Program – 9:30 AM 
Mar. 4 Student Council Meeting 3:30-4:30 PM 
Mar. 4 PTO Board Meeting 7-8 PM 
Mar. 5 Kindergarten Field Trip 
Mar.5  Chess Club 3:15-4:00 
Mar. 6  Spring Photo Day 
Mar. 6 Free Family Reading Night 7-9 
Mar. 10 SISD board Meeting SISD Board Room 

7 PM 
Mar. 12 Second Grade Program 9:30 AM & 6:30 

PM 
Mar. 12 Pump it Up Fundraiser Night – 6-9 PM 
Mar. 16-20 Spring Holiday – No School 
Mar. 24 PTO Dinner @ Cilantro’s 5-9 PM 
Mar. 27 End of 3rd Nine Weeks 
Mar. 30 4th grade Writing STAAR Testing 
Mar. 31 4th grade Writing and 5th grade 
Reading STAAR Testing 
Apr. 1&2 STAAR 4th and 5th Makeup testing 
Apr. 1  Student Council Meeting 3:30-4:30 
Apr. 2 Chess Club 3:15-4:00 
Apr. 3 Good Friday Holiday – No School 
Apr. 20 5th Math STAAR Testing 
Apr. 21 3rd grade and 4th grade Math STAAR 
Testing 
Apr. 22 3rd grade and 4th grade Reading and 
5th grade Science STAAR Testing 

   
 

 
 

Dear PTO Parents, 
 
Happy New Year Northgate Crossing Parent Teacher 
Organization! 
 
There are always opportunities to get involved in the 
PTO.  If you would like to help on committees, 
fundraising, grants, or parties just let us know what way 
you can contribute and we will find an area that fits your 
needs.   The PTO is a great way to get involved in your 
child’s education.    If you are interested in running for 
next years board you do need to have served one (1) year 
in a chair-person capacity before becoming eligible to 
run for an Executive Board position.  If you would like 
more information about being on the ballot for next 

years please fill out the Nomination form and return it to 
the PTO.  This years Nomination Committee is Karla  
Robles.  All positions are open and up to 2 candidates 
can run for apposition. 
 
Thank you to those that came to support the 
December Skate8 Night, Cookies with Santa, and the 
Student Holiday Parties.  The PTO appreciates your 
involvement and knows that the events would not be 
a success without your participation!  
 
Please mark your calendars for these upcoming 
events for January which include: January 20th the 
Spring Fundraiser Packets will go home, January 23rd 
the PTO will host Free Family Bingo Night and our 
PTO General Meeting 7-9, and January 29th will be 
Bullritos Dinner Night- bring your All Day flyers 
when you go for NCES to get a percentage back. 
 
The PTO also has an ongoing Box Top contest that 
ends on February 13th at 3pm.  Please send in your box 
tops in a zip lock bag with your teacher’s name on it. 
The Classroom with the Highest Percentage of Box Top 
will receive a Pizza Party hosted by the PTO.  We would 
love to break our Fall Box Top number, - Box Tops for 
Education mails our school .10 cents for each tab mailed 
in.  A huge thank you to our Nomination Chairs Brandy 
Atkinson and Laura Marchand for counting the fall box 
tops.  

The Fall Fundraiser funds were used to install the 
Fitness track (Way to go PTO) Thank you to all that 
supported the fundraisers and events to make the Track 
possible and we would also like to thank the District for 
matching our total to help us get the track.   We plan to 
do more excited things with money raised from the 
Spring Fundraiser that is coming up on January 20th.  
Stephanie Sellers and Laura Marchand our PTO VPs of 
Fundraising are working hard to get ready.  The Money 
raised from this fundraiser will be used to put the fitness 
stations in around the track. Our goal is 6 thousand and 
the any student that sells 10 items from any of the 
catalogs will get to attend the DJ Dance Party!   We are 
also planning a huge Fun Run and Ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the Fitness Track in March.  Details will 
be coming soon. 
 
Yearbooks are on sale!!!  Additional forms are available 
in the PTO room or the front office.  You can also log on 
to ybpay.lifetouch.com yearbook ID Code is 11803815 
 
Looking to get involved?   We are looking for Chairs for 
the Spring Teacher Appreciation Week (4/30-5/1) and 
Family Reading Night (3/6) please email Tammy 
Johnston at johnston30@msn.com if you would like to 
get involved. 
 
We are looking forward to 2015! 
 
The Executive Board, 
 
Tammy Johnston, PTO President 
Ewa Helm- Membership 
Stephanie Sellars- VP Fundraising 
Laura Marchand- VP Fundraising 
Leslie Lewis- Secretary 
Kari Doss- Treasurer  
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